Monday, March 10, 2008

Vancouver proposed brothel redux

(You can read my last post on the subject here.)

I will let the ex-prostitutes of Vancouver, who left me great comments that | want to highlight,
speak for themselves. Starting with a letter from the parents of Marnie Frey, one of the women
killed by Robert Pickton (serial killer of Dowtown Eastside prostitutes).

To Anyone Using Our Daughter's Legacy,

It has come to our attention that there is a group of people who wish to legalize prostitution and
set up a brothel in Vancouver. As the parents of Marnie Frey, who was murdered by Robert
"Willie™ Pickton, we believe that both these ideas are very dangerous recommendations.

Our daughter was forced into prostitution because of the need to feed her addiction to drugs. To
think of prostitution as a ‘job’ and treat it as such is ridiculous. I am disgusted to think that
anyone would think that prostitution is a job. It is not.

It is violence against women.

Neither legalizing prostitution nor having a brothel would have prevented the murder of our
daughter. The women of the Downtown Eastside need meaningful solutions to their addictions.

We tried on numerous occasions to have Marnie admitted to drug rehabilitation facilities, but
found that to be very difficult because of the chronic lack of beds and funding for such places.
When an addict reaches out for help, the resources should be available immediately. To think the
best we can do for these women is giving them a safe place to sell their bodies is a joke. There is
no such thing as a "clean safe place” to be abused in.

For a man to think he can buy a woman's body is insane, and should show us the attitudes that
women have to fight against in society. Marnie did not choose prostitution; her addictions did,
and any man who bought her body for their sexual pleasure should go to jail for exploiting her
desperation.

What we need are facilities to get women off and away from drugs and keep other young girls
from this horrible lifestyle by helping them when they are still young. Anything else would be a
cop out and further fuel the abuse of women as playthings for men, who prey on sick,
disadvantaged and hurting women.

My wife and | feel the legalization of prostitution and/or a brothel is not the answer. We ask that
you IMMEDIATELY stop using the name and memory of our daughter to fight for a brothel or
to legalize prostitution.


http://angryforareason.blogspot.com/2008/03/vancouver-proposed-brothel-redux.html
http://angryforareason.blogspot.com/2007/11/will-it-never-end-proposed-brothel-for.html
http://www.24hrspodcast.com/pickton/node/20

Marnie's name CAN be used to fight for more detox beds, more recovery beds, funding for long
term counseling, making it illegal for men to buy the use of women's bodies and enforcing these
laws. Her legacy CAN help in the fight towards women's equality, which cannot happen as long
as we keep our women for sale.

We know we have a lot of support from other families of Pickton's victim's, in the community as
well as across our Nation, who feel as we do. Prostitution in no way should be accepted as
normal or legalized.

Yours truly,

Rick and Lynn Frey (Parents of Marnie Frey)
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